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THIS DOCUNENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE WEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793

AND T9%, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED.

1TS TRANSMISSION OR REVE-

LATION OF 1TS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S

| PROHIBITED BY LAW,

THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM 1S PROHIBITED.

- THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

- 4ot graded
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' centers of the USSR,

customers at the following prices, per metric tons

a. B=70 gasoline

be Diesel oil

¢. Kerosene -

1,000 rubles
650 rubles
200 .rubles.

1, The Chief Directorébe for Oil Sales (Glavneftesbyt) is the sole aubhority
:responsible for storage and distribution of POL products in the USSR,
agency, which is under the Ministry of Petroleum Production has regional
offices, storage and distribution peints in all larger ports and industrial
The regional office of Glavneftesbyt in Astrakhan is
the main recipient of POL products in the Caspian Sea area, The head of this
. office is Voronstsov (fnu), - In 1951 this agency sold POL

This

products %o its

In Astrakhan the Glavneftesbyt agency disposes of storage facilities for-TOL

products well in excess of one million tons, |

| The

filling of the storage tanks is done by using either permanent shore pumps or pumps

insgtalled on

stations

barges, In Astrakhan there are six or seven barges, belonging to
Volgatanker, a petroleum shipping company, which are referred to as floating pump
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{plovuciilye nefteperekachechnyye stantsiil). The steam-
~operated sylinder pumps uzed on these bavges have a total
- pumpling capaelity of 150-500 tons pewr.hour. Some of the -
~gtorage areas in Astrakhan, for instance areas No 5, No 8yand

Tiyéwi -k a, have two or three stationary pumps with a total
sapasity of 300-400 tons per hour. :

155 POL products are not normmally shipped from Astrakhan by

rall, the level of oll regervea In this area 1s almost

~enbirely dependent on the navigation seasons 1n the northern
“Saspian Sea and on the Volga. From the beglinning of Deceuber

to the end of March the ports of Asirakhan and Gury=v can-

"not be reached by the vessels of Reydianker. Volgatanker, the

maln company ahipping POL products from Astrakhan to the
north, cannot operate from November to the end of April.

Forr these reasons the oll reserves at Astrakhan are normally
at thelr highest at the beginning of December, and not much
lower at the end of March,; because during the winter months
only local needs, rether inslgniflcant in comparison to the
stooks of Glaviertesbyt, have to be satisfied. Normally
stocks are at their lowest in October, toward the end of the
navigation season of Volgabariker, when this company makes
every -effort to inerease 1ts shipments to the maximum in _
crder to provide its northern consumers with sufficient stocks
for winter opoerations and to create sufficient empty space at.

Astrakhan for winter storage of POL products.

At certaln pewrilods the petroleum shipping companies have excess
tariker capaclty. The main function of these compinles working:
on the Volga~Cagpilan Petroleum Conveyer is to deliver POL-
yroducts to the Astrakhan storage areas (Kasp®anker and
Heyddanker) or to ship it north from there (Voiga%hanker),

Since 1945, however, dus to the decreasing oil production in

the Baku weglon, these companies have periodically & surplus

of tankers and barges during August and September. The rea-

son 1s that, &t the opening of the spring naevigation season

in the north, there are conslderable stooks of POL whish have
been accumulated in the southern ports. By August this back-
log has been moved and the current production is not sufficlent
to keep &ll avallable vessels busy. From December to March most
of the petroleum fleet im insctive and oniy & few tankeps ape
kept Iin operation on the Baku-Krasnovodsk and the Baku-
Makhachkala lines, which apre only of local importance,

At other times the lack of storage space in Astiakhan is &
perlous problem because at such times the operations of Kesp-
tankeir and Heyditanker are delayed. The esritical pericd is
elways Apirll, the month during whioch these two companies start -
£311ing the storage areas, while Volgatanker, which moves POL
supplies ocut of these areas, starts its own operations only
eround 1 May. As all storage areas in Baku are filled during
the winter months, tankers must start immedlately unloading

the Baku stocke. - Scon after the start of the Casplan Sea
navigatbion season, storeges &t astrakhan ere filled to

-capaclty and cannot accept cargoes brought by Reyitanker. The
Llay-over of vessele 18 &t times six to seven days and represents

come 100 thousand tons per day (tonazhosutki).  In 1951 the ,
monthly expense for demurrage sveraged about 200 thousand rubles.
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25x1‘5$' ﬁhen"ﬁhéﬁe 1s a shortage of storage space, the responsible

offieas of Glavneftesbyt try desperately io
Bltuation hesanss they fear official blams,

25X1

In sueh cases
e B THOE @Y TEBpoOnIInlg IO Buorage will resort to -
25X1  -devious and uneconomic means to create space artifieally
- even if it means shilpping POL products by rail to E
localitles whieh do not uweed them. HFor exemple, & ship-
Comént mlght go out by ralil as far as Stalingrad, be -
25%1 veturned from there,and then sent by Volgatanker to &n
"intermediate point. | ] :
5X1 -%ﬁ | they vary according to .
2 --fHe product and thHRt the highest rate is paid for gasoline,
: ‘and- the lowest for boller or furnace mazut, '

'T. Payments by Glaviasfterhyt are made to Reydianker immediately
o5xq ~ arlter presentation of the freight bill and are effected by -

, way.of a transfer account, at the Astrakhen branch of the: State
o5x1 - Bank. (Presunably the same procedure is applied to Ksspiahker

‘and Volga®anker)  Usually the entire P
, takes three or four days.
25X1 |

I

8.,

25x1 (&) : |
R | The largest refineries are un-
25X1 : wedly 1in baku, some smaller ones in Makheshkala
' and Gur>zv. In Asteakhan there are no vefineries,
The overall produetion of crude oil in this region

25X1 ' can be determined with fair accuracy on the basis of
: ‘ the quantities of POL products transported by Reyditankee,
25X1 Its annual oapacity is 8.5 million tons, | |
(»)
, | The shipping documents never specify
25X1 whether & cargo is for normal consumption through
Glavneftesbyt channels or for the state reserves., Since
25X1 all =hipments are dellvered to Glavieftesbyt,there is

no way for an employee of the shipping company to
determine the purpose and finel destination of the cargo.
It 18 woseible, of course, that some shipments are
specirically for the state reserves and that in such
cages instructions are sent directly to Glavmeftesbyt.,
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